
children that God has laid 

on your heart. With Godõs 

grace at work in your life you 

can accomplish much. It is a 

day-by-day process, precept 

upon precept, but God will 

surely be working in your 

lives as you continue faith-

fully on day after day. 

Please remember that this 

support group is here for 

you. As those who have 

gone before, we are praying 

for you and would love to be 

an encouragement. Please 

give us a call if things get a 

bit difficult, or if you just 

need to run an idea by 

someone who has òbeen 

there and don that.ó  

Let these additional words 

from the apostle Paul en-

courage you. òI press toward 

the mark for the prize of the 

high calling of God in Christ 

Jesus.ó Philippians 3:14 

In Him, 

Jim & Lonny Janofski  

òThou therefore, my son, be 

strong in the grace that is in 

Christ Jesus. And the things 

that thou hast heard of me 

among many witnesses, the 

same commit thou to faithful 

men, who shall be able to teach 

others also. Thou therefore 

endure hardness, as a good 

soldier of Jesus Christ.ó 2 Timo-

thy 2:2-3. Verses 5 and 6 go on 

to say: òIf a man also strive for 

masteries, yet is he not 

crowned except he strive law-

fully. The husbandman that 

laboreth must be first partaker 

of the fruits.ó 

P aul encourages 

the young Timo-

thy to continue to learn from 

him, and teach others what 

he has learned, and to en-

dure as a good soldier, to 

strive as an athlete, to labor 

and partake as a farmer. A 

common thread runs 

through each of these: that 

of concentrated daily effort 

often without immediate 

reward; a commitment to 

present faithfulness and 

dedication which later leads 

to accomplishment and re-

ward. 

This passage has applica-

tion to homeschooling, espe-

cially in the long-term view 

of committing truth to a 

younger generation. On 

some days, learning and 

teaching can be a battle, a 

test of academic and per-

sonal endurance, an eager 

awaiting for a future 

òharvest,ó but as the first 

part of verse 2 says, we are 

to òbe strong in the grace 

that is in Christ Jesus.ó By 

the strength and power of 

the indwelling Holy Spirit, we 

can press on and continue 

to diligently and faithfully 

homeschool as God has 

called us to do. Only in the 

light of eternity will the re-

sults of our daily efforts be 

seen in their fullness.  

As this new school year ap-

proaches, be encouraged 

that others have gone be-

fore, and that you can 

achieve the goals for your 
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Check out our òLinks to Other 

Sitesó on www.umche.org, 

but here are a few featured 

web pages you might like to 

check out. 

www.bookitprogram.com 

Book-It Reading Chal-

lenge 

www.pearables.com  

Christian Character Cur-

riculum and Materials 

 ww.teachinghome.com 

Free email newsletter 

and other resources, 

including over 200 arti-

cles 

www. 

aophomeschooling.com 

Alpha Omega Publica-

tions, free resources 

such as eNews and a 

Daily Focus Devotional  

www.copycatbooks.com 

A series of copywork e-

books and FREE prin-

tables 

You can also view the past 

three years of Homeschool 

Helper newsletter articles on 

our Newsletter page of the web 

site. Sue Parsons recommends 

the following articles: 

òAre You Stuck in a 

Boxó (August 2008) 

òDressing Modestlyó 

 (August 2008) 

òHas Doubt Crept 

Inó (January 2009) 

www.umche.org.  

O N L I N E  R E S O U R C E S 

D O M E  D A Y S 

Here are their rules:  

1. Parents MUST accompany 

children (no drop-offs al-

lowed). 

2. Parents, keep children 

from running and actively 

playing in the bleachers. 

The bleachers are for quiet 

sitting only! 

3. No playing in the sand pit. 

It is only for NMU students. 

4. Tennis shoes (with NO 

black soles that mark up 

the floor) are required. No 

bare feet or stocking feet! 

5. No rollerblades or skate-

boards. 

6. No scooters of any kind. 

Big wheels for the little 

ones (with plastic wheels) 

are acceptable, but only 

inside the netted area. 

7. Balls and jump ropes are 

welcome; some equipment 

is provided. 

COST: $1.00 per child   

TIME: 9:30 a.m.-noon  

DATES: Wednesdays, Dec. 2, 

Jan. 13, Feb. 17, and March 

10. 

Parents, please read on for 

price change and require-

mentsé 

Dome Days at the NMU Supe-

rior Dome in Marquette con-

tinue to be a popular activity 

for homeschoolers. Please 

remember that the gathering 

place and coat drop-off for 

this function is at the bleach-

ers ACROSS the Dome in 

Section 20 (NOT in Section 

3). Parents and children, 

PLEASE observe this as we 

want to do a good job of hon-

oring NMUõs request and 

maintaining a good testi-

mony.  

S I G N  U P  

F O R  O U R  

U M C H E  

E M A I L S 
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M A I L I N G  L I S T  U P D A T E S 

Ruth Hill regularly redirects 

HSLDA weekly updates and 

other pertinent local 

homeschooling information 

to UMCHE homeschoolers 

who want to participate. If 

you are not already on this 

email list and you would like 

to be added, please send 

your email address to  

umchehomeschool@charter.net. 

We will delete your address if the 

email is returned, so if you have-

nõt been hearing from us lately, 

this may have happened to you. 



We have two meetings per 

year for the support of our 

homeschooling Moms and 

Dads. Our òkick-offó meeting 

is held in August and our 

òmid-year boostó meeting is 

in January. This is a chance 

to get questions answered, 

sell some curriculum, and 

meet other home educators. 

These are the only two meet-

ings where we ask that you 

get a sitter for older children; 

nursing babies are always 

welcome! So...hereõs the 

scoop on our August meeting:  

Kick-Off Meeting ô09-õ10 

Friday, August 21 will be the 

òkick-offó meeting for the 

2009-2010 school year. The 

meeting will be held at 7:00 

p.m. at Calvary Baptist 

Church in Negaunee (right on 

U.S. 41 across from the 

Quartz Mountain Inn). As 

always, feel free to bring 

used curriculum, books, and 

other educational materials 

to sell or give. Be ready to 

share words of encourage-

ment for others or to voice 

any questions you may have. 

For more information, call Jim 

or Lonny Janofski at (906) 

486-4536 or email Janofski@ 

up.net.  

Our second meeting for the 

school year will be held on 

Friday, January 15, 2010.  

great opportunity to fly a kite, 

play Frisbee, etc. Some of 

the teens jump into the water 

(are they crazy?) or head to 

the beach in the afternoon. 

Questions? Call Lynne Ivey at 

360-4994 or lynneiv@ 

aol.com.  

 

 

Harbor Days are homeschool 

play days down at the 

Mattson/Lower Harbor play-

ground in Marquette. Dates 

are on the third Wednesday 

of the month (spring/

summer/fall). Most families 

begin showing up at 10:00 

a.m. Many bring sack lunches 

and make a day of it. Itõs a 

Harbor Days òPlay Datesó for 

the 2009-2010 school year: 

August 19, 2009 

September 16, 2009 

October 14, 2009 

May 19, 2010 

June 16, 2010 

July 21, 2010 

August 18, 2010 

P A R E N T  S U P P O R T 

H A R B O R  D A Y S 

H O M E S C H O O L  L I B R A R Y  DA Y S 

noon to 3 p.m.  This is a time 

change for the 2009-2010 

school year.  

This quality, Bible-based, 

supplemental library houses 

3,100 books, 540 videos/

DVDs, audio sets, and music 

CDs. Most resources can be 

signed out for 4 consecutive 

weeks to help enhance and 

supplement your current 

homeschool curriculum, for 

the sake of creativity and 

clarity for both the home 

teacher and the students.  

Come òcheck us outó at 

LSCC, 393 N. M553 Mar-

quette, 1/3 mile north of the 

Crossroads (480 & 553). 

With any questions, feel free 

to call Sue Parsons at 906-

250-0999 or email   

slparsons4@gmail.com.  

Homeschool Library Day is a 

monthly resource that is 

available to all homeschool-

ers in Marquette and the 

surrounding area.  

On the last Wednesday of 

each month, from September 

through April EXCLUDING 

December, the Lake Supe-

rior Christian Church 

Library will be open from 

Plan to attend 

our Kick-off 

Meeting on 

August 21 
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Momõs Life,  formerly MOPS, 

is held from 10:00-11:30 

a.m. on the first and third 

Wednesdays of the month 

from October to April at Cal-

vary Baptist Church in Negau-

nee (105 Iroquois Dr.).   

Momõs Life seeks to meet the 

needs of every mother with 

children from birth to kinder-

garten. Women of all back-

grounds and ages find sup-

port in Momõs Life groups as 

they try to be the very best 

moms they can be. Momõs 

Life groups provide a caring 

atmosphere for todayõs moth-

ers to grow and share their 

experiences with other moth-

ers. Momõs Life programs 

often include speakers, dis-

cussion groups, and creative 

activities while children are 

cared for in a parallel pro-

gram called Kidõs Life. Con-

tact Laura Elliott at 475-

0050 for more information.  

main dish and dessert or 

salad plus drinks and table 

service for your family.  

The Share Fair is like a sci-

ence/fine arts fair, an oppor-

tunity for your students to 

We are combing these two 

events again this year! 

This yearõs potluck will be 

held on Friday, May 21 at 

6:00 p.m. at Calvary Baptist 

Church in Negaunee. Bring a 

display their artwork, science 

projects, or recite a poem, 

Scripture passage, or play an 

instrument or sing. With any 

questions, please call Lonny 

at 486-4536 or email Janof-

ski@up.net.  

M O R E  M O M  S U P P O R T 

S H A R E  F A I R / P O T  L U C K  C O M B I N E D 

F U T U R E  H I S T O R I A N S 

Wilkins Historic Complex in 

Copper Harbor. Each student 

is assigned a character 

(based on actual people) who 

lived at Fort Wilkins or Cop-

per Harbor during the sum-

mer of 1870. Throughout the 

day they talk with visitors, 

play games of the period, and 

portray the past as the pre-

sent.  

Training is an important part 

of the program. Students 

interested in the role playing 

must attend three monthly 

meetings. They are also re-

quired to attend three train-

ing sessions in the spring to 

learn role playing basics and 

techniques. However, ex-

cused absences are ac-

cepted due to family plans 

and conflicts.  

Museum staff work closely 

with students to provide cos-

tumes, but a limited number 

are available. Families are 

encouraged to make their 

own (the museum will pro-

vide patterns and materials) 

or shop for acceptable ap-

parel.  

Participation is free. For more 

information and to receive 

this yearõs schedule, contact 

Barry James, Curator of Edu-

cation, 73 Forge Road, 

Negaunee, MI 49866 or call 

(906) 475-7857.  

This yearõs schedule is also 

on the UMCHE calendar. 

As part of its education pro-

gram, the Michigan Iron In-

dustry Museum sponsors the 

Future Historians, a youth 

group open to students in 

grades 4-12 who are inter-

ested in their heritage. Mem-

bers attend monthly meet-

ings during the school year 

and learn about history 

through presentations, spe-

cial programs, and hands-on 

activities.  

In addition to the monthly 

meetings, the museum offers 

youth a unique learning ex-

perience during the summer 

months. Group members are 

trained as costumed inter-

preters and participate in the 

Michigan Historical Centerõs 

role playing program at Fort 

Future Historians 

Schedule  is on the 

UMCHE Calendar 
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PLACE: Sands Township Gym 

TIME: 6:00-7:00 p.m.  

WHEN: Thursdays 

October-December  

High School boysõ basketball 

will be he held Thursdays 

from October 1st-December 

17th (not Thanksgiving Nov. 

26) from 6:00-7:00 p.m. at 

the Sands Township Gym. 

Tim Takalo will be your coach 

again this year. If you are 

interested in coming, call 

Takalos at 346-4935.  

the list.  Yvonne is putting a 

separate 7th/8th grade 

email list together as well to 

keep students and parents 

informed of age specific up-

coming events and activities. 

Please reply to 

dssyms@charter.net to add 

your email to the 7th/8th 

grade list.  

High school bowling event 

planned: Friday, August 28 

at Superior Lanes in Mar-

Yvonne Smith is putting to-

gether an email event list. If 

you have high school stu-

dents, Yvonne would like to 

know the ages of your stu-

dents and your email address 

in order to add you to the 

event list. If someone you 

know does not have email 

and you would like to be the 

contact person for them, 

please indicate that as well. 

Email dssyms@charter.net to 

add your email address to 

quette from 2-4 p.m. Cost: 

$2/game and $2.25 for 

shoes. This is primarily tar-

geted toward the high school 

student, but is open to all 

ages. A parent or responsible 

adult is REQUIRED to be pre-

sent the entire timeñno ex-

ceptions. Reply by August 26 

to magpagnucco@charter.net 

HIGH SCHOOL BOYSõ BAS K E T B A L L 

A C T I V I T I E S  F O R  H I G H  S C H O O L E R S 

U S E D  C U R R I C U L U M  F A I R 

5:00-5:30 p.m. to get your 

table and set up. Then you may 

shop from 5:30-6:00. Items 

must be pre-priced; work your 

own tables to collect money 

and to answer any questions. 

We will also have two òfreeó 

tables for anyone who would 

like to help others out. With the 

economy right now, this is a 

perfect answer to your money 

saving prayers. As a family, 

come join us for snacks and a 

good time together. Any ques-

tions? Call Lynda Takalo at 346

-4935.  

If you canõt wait until June, 

remember that at any of our 

regular meetings (August 21 

and January 15) you are wel-

come to sell used curriculum. 

Another option is our email list 

for looking for or selling curricu-

lum.  

DATE: Friday, June 4, 2010 

TIME: 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Marquette Bible Church 

1801 Woodland Ave., Mar-

quette 

The  Used Curriculum Fair is com-

ing again the first Friday of June! 

We had a great turnout last year 

with a good selection of different 

kinds of curriculum. If you have 

items to sell bring them between 

Email Yvonne 

Smith to be 

added to either 

a high school or 

7th/8th grade 

event email list. 
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High School bowling activity 

August 28 

High School Boysõ Basketball 

Thursdays October-December 

F U N  F U N D S  @  G F S 

You can make your shopping 

dollars stretch a little further 

at Gordon Food Service in 

Marquette. GFS will contrib-

ute a percentage of pur-

chases from U.P. 

homeschoolers and their 

supporters when they sign up 

for the Fun Funds Program at 

GFS, mentioning Upper Michi-

gan homeschools. This pro-

gram has been a great finan-

cial benefit to UMCHE and 

has helped to keep us going! 



I Corinthians 14:33,40  

33For God is not a God of disorder but of 

peace. 40But everything should be done in a 

fitting and orderly way. 

As you seasoned homeschoolers 

know, òa well-organized home is a 

happy homeó; a successful school. 

Yes, it is very true; it has proven itself, 

time and time again. Clutter, like 

some invasive weed, seems to con-

stantly grow and multiply. People try 

to contain more than they need or 

use. Ask yourself, òHow many of these 

toys does my child actually play with?ó 

òWhy am I keeping those heels that 

hurt my feet?ó De-cluttering to sim-

plify your daily life should precede 

each school year. This freedom from 

nonessentials and accumulation 

makes room for more usable space 

and opens up more productive time. 

Experts have said that it takes 21 

days to establish a habit . . . and the 

following 3-week plan could develop 

into a significant one.  

Are you met with clutter in each room 

you enter in your home? The secret to 

a well-organized home is to spend 20 

minutes each day cleaning up and 

clearing out (Frankly, I call this 

òpurging on purposeó.) Putting a time 

limit on tasks creates more organiza-

tion with less overall work. So get your 

calendar, set your timer and start 

counting down the days. 

Day 1 Make a plan. List what needs to be 

done. I take that paper with me (storing it in 

my purse), so I can add to it wherever I think 

of another task. Then gather supplies for the 

days ahead to use for each dayõs task 

including trash bags, boxes and that very 

important kitchen timer. The sound of 

seconds ticking by will remind you to stay on 

track. 

Day 2 Hit the hot spot. Tackle a highly used 

area, such as the kitchen counter, and focus 

only on what your eye can see. For now, just 

organize the visible stuff. Thatõs whatõs most 

relevant. Clutter invites more clutter. If one 

family member leaves out items, the rest 

will too. Leave the hidden clutter in the junk 

drawer for now. 

Day 3 Pare-down. Tackle that junk drawer 

where you toss items that have no true 

home. Clean out never-used objects, multi-

ples and past-their-prime items. Neatly 

arrange whatõs left. 

Day 4 Shape up the family drop-zone. The 

mudroom and entryway are notorious clutter

-magnets. Remember that clutter invites 

more clutter. Keep attractive bins beneath a 

bench in the entryway for the kids to use as 

catchalls. You donõt have to give up style for 

order. 

Day 5 Tidy cupboards. Bring order to cabi-

nets by dividing the contents into four 

groupings: for example, cereals and other 

breakfast foods on one shelf; canned goods 

on another; pasta and rice on a third; and 

sauces, oils and spices on a fourth. Think 

about which groupings would work best for 

you, and be sure to put the most frequently 

used items on the lower shelves for easy 

reach. As you go along, turn all the product 

labels forward so that you can readily 

identify items.  Donõt worry if the timer goes 

off before youõre finished ~ thereõs always 

tomorrow. 

Day 6 Keep it neat with labels. Finish your 

cabinet makeover and maintain it by making 

category labels for the shelves. This step is 

key because labels identify where things go, 

making it easier for everyone to find what 

theyõre looking for and then to put it back 

where it belongs. You can find perfectly 

sized, inexpensive adhesive-backed blank 

labels at the office supply stores, or you can 

make them on your computer. 

Day 7 De-clutter the fridge door. A mass of 

messages, phone numbers and childrenõs 

artwork covering every inch of the door, 

makes your kitchen seem even messier. 

Hang a dry-erase board near the phone for 

messages. Program phone numbers into 

your telephone. And use those treasured art 

projects to decorate your childõs room. 

Day 8 Create more storage. Cover a console 

table with a good-looking, color-coordinating 

tablecloth or fabric and use the space under 

it to stash just about anything. Is the timer 

still running? Head to the bathroom to the 

medicine cabinet and get rid of over-the-

counter meds and prescription that have 

expired. 

Day 9 Color-code your family. From back-

packs and notebooks to toothbrushes and 

towels, have your husband and kids choose 

and use signature colors. Not only will 

personal items be retrieved and returned 

more easily, youõll know the culprit when 

someone leaves a mess. Call a family 

meeting to go over the plan and get every-

one on board. 

Day 10 Quick-clean the fridge. Toss spoiled 

foods and wipe down shelves just before 

you do the major grocery shopping. Since 

there will be fewer food items to handle, 

shelf spills and splatters will be easier to 

tackle. (If today isnõt your normal shopping 

day, then swap with another task on this 

plan instead.) 

Day 11 Sort the pens and pencils. No doubt, 

you have writing and coloring tools accumu-

lating from here to there. Hereõs a great 

annual task for even the preschoolers to 

help with, that could even have some 

entertainment value in it for them: Give 

each child an empty shoe box to go around 

the house gathering up all the pens, pencils, 

colored pencils, and even their crayons. You 

may want to oversee this project. When 

every room has been scoured, have them 

meet back in the kitchen at the newspaper-

covered table youõve prepared. With each 

having a scratch paper, have them òtestó 

the item for function; if a dud, toss it out; if it 

needs sharpening, pass it on to Mom; if itõs 

broken, give it a toss. When the jobõs com-

plete, re-distribute the items in inexpensive 

covered plastic containers or, better yet, see

-through plastic bags. If the kids have 

helped with this project, the more they will 

be willing to maintain order and neatness. 

Day 12 Store it where you use it. Make life 

easieré and more orderly. Spend a few 

minutes in each room making sure that 

items that are used in tandem are near 

each other. For instance, keep mugs near 

the coffee maker; wherever you pay bills, 

put the checkbook, pens, stamps, enve-

lopes, calculator; keep the crayons near the 

drawing paper and coloring books; and the 

list could go on. 

Day 13 Get rid of 13 things. What can go? 

Anything unloved, unused or uncomfort-

able? Go room to room in search of 13 

items that can go in the recycling bins, be 

donated or given away. 

Day 14 See the potential in trays. They can 

assist in compiling like-items together. A 

lovely wooden tray with a deep rim can 

contain those papers on the desk; a basket-

like tray can contain magazines on the side 

table and a mirrored gold tray can house 

collectibles on the shelf. A color-coordinating 

plastic tray on the bathroom counter can 

hold frequently used toiletries that wonõt fit 

in a drawer or cabinet. This tray could even 

be color-coded as mentioned in Day 9.  

Day 15 Store photos in a flash. Corral your 

collection of scattered pictures in shoebox-

sized photo boxes. They come equipped with 

label holders and are made of archival-

quality materials that help preserve photos. 

Plus one box can hold hundreds of snap-

shots. Youõll find them inexpensively at craft 

and fabric stores; even fabric-covered ones 

at Target and other retailers.  

Day 16 Start a giveaway box. Put a sturdy 

box on the hall closet floor or in another òout 

of the wayó area. From now on, whenever 

you have clothing, a book, a kitchen gadget, 

or anything you no longer want or need, 

simply put it in the box. Once full, donate the 

items and start a new box. Itõs as easy as 

that! Others will take your discards and see 

them as treasures.  

Day 17 De-clutter bedside tables. Night-

stands are major clutter collectors. Do you 

knock over things each time you reach for 

the lamp? Rethink the stockpile of stuff on 

S I M P L I F Y ~ S I M P L E  L I V IN G  C A N  B E  A B U N D A N T  L I V I N G 
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your bedside table and dresser. Keep out 

essentials only and relocate the rest. Pare 

the surface to the basics: a lamp, the book 

youõre currently reading, a clock and a 

phone. Hand lotion, lip balm and tissues are 

best stored on the shelf below or in the 

drawers below. Then, at the end of the day, 

youõll be met with an inviting space é a 

place to relax and to sleep well. 

Day 18 Make room for coffee on the coffee 

table. Bag the stack of unread magazines in 

a tote or even a brown bag and put it in your 

car to read and browse through while at 

soccer practice, music lessons and waiting 

rooms. Replace the accumulation of remote 

controls with one universal one. 

Day 19 Streamline your own closet. Give 

your clothes and shoes a quick once-over 

and pull out anything that you havenõt worn 

in ages. Start with the back of the closet 

where the has-beens tend to hide. Canõt 

decide whether to part with a few favorites? 

Donõt waste too much time debating. In-

stead, pack them away with your stored 

seasonal clothes. Donate your castoffs or 

sell them at a consignment shop or yard 

sale. 

Day 20 Create an emergency center. Tape 

critical health information, such as CPR and 

first aid instructions, to the inside of a 

bathroom or kitchen cabinet or a closet 

door, so itõs available when needed; ready at 

a glance. Preview it with your children. 

Enlarge the print if necessary for a quicker 

read. If all first-aid items are stored in one 

basket or one container, then they can be 

quickly grabbed and carried to the place of 

need. 

Day 21 Celebrate! Experts do say that it 

takes 21 days to establish a habit, and 

youõve just developed a significant one. 

Keep it up daily and your house will stay 

organized and clutter-free. Everyone in the 

family should strive to put stuff back in its 

appropriate spot after each use. Simple 

living can be abundant living. What a good 

example for your children to model in their 

own homes some day!                                                          

Whatõs on todayõs to-do list? A well-deserved 

rest! 

Cuz I Care ~ Sue Parsons, a high 

school Grammar/Composition tutor 

and former homeschool mom                             

slparsons4@gmail.com     

906-250-0999 

Portions in part by Paula Jhung (WD 5-6-08) 

and Sue Parsons 7-2009 

mailto:slop4@charter.net


Õ Prayer. 

Pray for wisdom, guidance, and 

strength (Prov. 3:5-6). Make a daily 

quiet time with God top priority. 

Õ Communication. 

Maintain good communication with 

your spouse at each step in the proc-

ess. One parent may do most of the 

research, planning, or teaching, but 

the other should be informed and 

involved in decision-making, espe-

cially setting goals. 

Õ Goals 

Write out, or review, your long-range 

goals and philosophy (fundamental 

convictions) for your childrenõs educa-

tion and training. Include Bible verses 

and plan for both academic subjects 

and nonacademic areas such as 

character and life skills. Make 

changes or additions as you gain 

insight and experience. 

Õ Inventory 

Take inventory of each childõs knowl-

edge, skills, and character. You may 

use standardized tests, publishersõ 

diagnostics, or homemade oral or 

written tests in addition to your every-

day observations. 

Õ Objectives. 

Set objectives for each child that will 

move him toward your long-range 

goals. (Several children can share 

similar objectives in subjects like 

history or science. They would usually 

be at different levels in math and 

have different needs in character 

development).  

You may find a publisherõs scope and 

sequence or a list of concepts usually 

taught at each level helpful for ideas 

or a guide in choosing materials to fit 

your objectives.  

Discuss these objectives with each 

child privately, and explain how they 

fit into the big picture of his future.  

Õ Methods 

Consider various teaching methods, 

curriculum, and other available re-

sources. Basic differences involve the 

degree of structure or flexibility you 

wish to use at each stage of your 

childõs development. 

If possible, visit a curriculum fair. 

Õ Budget. 

Rework your budget, allocating funds 

for educational materials. You may be 

able to spend less on òschooló clothes 

or transportation and emphasize 

learning tools, books, and games for 

gifts. Less expensive foods that re-

quire more preparation cut costs and 

also provide life skills education. 

Õ Reference Library. 

Add to your familyõs library of refer-

ence books, quality literature, and 

educational audio-visual and software 

aids that will help meet your objec-

tives. 

Õ Libraries. 

Learn how to use your local library 

system and how to reserve books or 

order them through interlibrary loans. 

Explore the reference section. Also 

browse through your church library. 

Õ Materials. 

Choose and list the methods and 

materials that you will use to meet 

your objectives for each child this 

year. Then, ideally, order or collect 

materials early! 

Textbooks or workbooks can be sup-

plemented with unit studies, games, 

projects, etc., to cover all objectives. 

You may select only parts of some 

books if the other material will be (or 

was) covered at another time. 

Decide which of your children could 

be taught some material together for 

most efficient use of time and effort.  

For example, you could read a Chris-

tian history text at an intermediate 

level to all your children, assigning 

age-appropriate projects such as oral 

discussion or a play for young chil-

dren, extra reading or research for 

older children. 

Õ Legal Arrangements. 

To comply with your state laws as fully 

as possible, contact your state organi-

zation and consider joining Home 

School Legal Defense Association. 

Õ Household Organization 

Do a thorough cleaning of your house. 

Get rid of unused items and store 

little-used ones out of the way. Desig-

nate a place for everything, including 

space for books and school supplies. 

Õ Family Schedule. 

Reorganize your familyõs schedule 

and chore assignments to fit your 

educational activities. Train children 

to do household tasks and establish 

regular meal and bed times. 

Õ Discipline. 

Deal consistently with behavior or 

attitude problems.  

Õ Commitment 

Be prepared to handle opposition or 

lack of immediate success through 

prayer, adjustment, and persever-

ance.  

Õ Head Start. 

Establish nonacademic (e.g., Bible, 

life skills) portions of your program 

several weeks before other studies 

begin. 

Õ Teacher Review. 

Study basics of math, phonics, and 

spelling to prepare for presenting 

them to your children. Look through 

an English handbook that you will use 

for reference. You can learn or review 

other material with your children as 

they study it. 

Õ Calendar. 

Plan your yearõs calendar, marking 

school days, test days, vacations, and 

special events. 

Õ Preparation. 

Familiarize yourself with your curricu-

lum, noting unit divisions, and collect 

any needed supplementary materials. 

C H E C K L I S T  F O R  S T A R T IN G  A  S C H O O L  Y E A R   
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Õ Planning. 

Decide and list which topics, units, or sub-

jects you will cover during which weeks or 

months to make an overall yearõs plan.  

For example, you could plan a certain number 

of pages per day in math and language, a 

chapter every two weeks in history and 

science, or a history chapter each week in the 

first semester and a science chapter each 

week in the second. Units can also be shifted 

to coincide with related events or seasons. 

Õ School Schedule 

Use your plan to develop your daily and 

weekly schedule of studies. 

Õ Record Keeping. 

Decide how you will record planned and 

actual activities. 

Õ Supplies 

Gather record-keeping and filling supplies, 

general school supplies, and special project 

supplies. 

Õ First Week. 

Plan your first week or unit, referring to your 

overall plan. 

Õ Celebrations. 

Plan special celebrations for the first day of 

school and for the completion of the first 

week or unit of study as well as for the 

mastery of significant skills. 

Õ Explanations. 

Carefully explain your expectations and 

procedures to your children. 

Õ Beginning. 

Get started and keep going. Make adjust-

ments as needed. Enjoy this privilege of invest-

ing your life moment-by-moment in the lives 

of your children! 



 

PLEASE transfer these dates to your family calendar and plan to attend as many meetings and 

activities as possible. We donõt always send reminders! (Email reminders are available from our 

mailing list via Ruth Hill at umchehomeschool@charter.net.)  

All meetings are held at the Calvary Baptist Church in Negaunee (on U.S.-41 across from the Quartz 

Mountain Inn).  

Nursing babies are welcome, but please get a sitter for other children at the August 21 and January 

15 meetings. Used curriculum is always welcome, too.  

Questions? Call Jim or Lonny Janofski at 906-486-4536 or email Janofski@up.net. 

 

Calendar updates are available on our website as well: check it out at  

W W W . U M C H E . O R G.  

Wed. 8/19  ·············· 10:00 AM ········· Harbor Day 

Fri. 8/21 ······················· 7:00 PM ················ Regular òKick-offó meeting 

Fri. 8/28 ······················· 2:00 PM ················ High School Bowling (Mqt.)  

Tue. 9/15 ·················· 7:00 PM ················ òGrowing up at Fayetteó (Future Historians--FH) 

Wed. 9/16  ·············· 10:00 AM ········· Harbor Day 

Wed. 9/30  ·············· 12-3:00 PM ··· Library Day 

Tue. 10/13············· 7:00 PM ················ òTombstones Can Talkó (FH) 

Wed. 10/14  ········ 10:00 AM ········· Harbor Day 

Wed. 10/28  ········ 12-3:00 PM ··· Library Day 

Tue. 11/10············· 7:00 PM ················ òArchaeological Discoveries at Fort Wilkinsó (FH) 

Wed. 11/25  ········ 12-3:00 PM ··· Library Day 

Wed. 12/2  ·············· 9:30 AM ·············· Dome Day 

Wed. 1/13  ·············· 9:30 AM ·············· Dome Day 

Fri. 1/15 ······················· 7:00 PM ················ Mid-Year Boost Meeting 

Tue. 1/26 ·················· 7:00 PM ················ òWeather History in the U.P.ó (FH) 

Wed. 1/27  ·············· 12-3:00 PM ··· Library Day 

Wed. 2/17  ·············· 9:30 AM ·············· Dome Day 

Tue. 2/23 ·················· 7:00 PM ················ òSki Flying in the U.P.ó (FH) 

Wed. 2/24  ·············· 12-3:00 PM ··· Library Day 

Wed. 3/10  ·············· 9:30 AM ·············· Dome Day 

Tue. 3/2 ······················· 7:00 PM ················ òBarefoot Boys of Fayetteó (FH) 

Wed. 3/31  ·············· 12-3:00 PM ··· Library Day 

Tue. 4/20 ·················· 7:00 PM ················ òMeet a Civil War Musicianó (FH) 

 ·························································  ················································· Summer Role Playing Meeting 

Wed. 4/28  ·············· 12-3:00 PM ··· Library Day 

Fri.-Sat. 5/14 & 15··································· Annual INCH Convention (Lansing) 

Wed. 5/19  ·············· 10:00 AM ········· Harbor Day 

Fri. 5/21 ······················· 6:00 PM ················ Share Fair/Potluck 

Fri. 6/4 ···························· 6:00 PM ················ Used Curriculum Fair (Mqt. Bible) 

Fri. 6/16 ······················· 10:00 AM ········· Harbor Day 

Wed. 7/21  ·············· 10:00 AM ········· Harbor Day 

Wed. 8/18  ·············· 10:00 AM ········· Harbor Day 

Fri. 8/27/10  ········ 7:00 PM ················ Regular òKick-offó meeting 
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