A Note

Dear Friends,

Happy 2009! May you and
yours be blessed richly as we
tear off the old pages of the
calendar of life and replace
these with the freshness and
promise of the new year of
2009.

Our homeschooling, too,

can reflect a newness, a
freshness, a new "sparkle" as
we trust in the Lord and

lean on His wisdom to

guide and bless our =
homeschool efforts in =
this new year. May ®
we consider the

words of the Apostle

Paul, as phrased in
Philippians 3:14 & 15,
"Brethren, | count not myself
to have apprehended, but
this one thing | do, forget-
ting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are
before | press toward the
mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ
Jesus."

As we sense God's call on
our lives, and specifically,
our call to homeschool our
children, may we remember
the truths of these familiar
verses. In so doing, may we
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put God's Word into action
in our lives:

1.We reflect realistically on
the successes and perhaps
lessthan-successes of our
home school efforts and
achievements of 2008. In so
doing we realize that perfec-
tion will not be achieved by

i mper f ect(/qoeb pl ther, through Jesus Christ, as

not myself to have appre-
hended...")

2. We put aside those things
from the past; perhaps, a
sense of a "poor" home
schooling year, a less than
diligent effort in our teach-
ing and guiding of our stu-
dentséor
apply to the specific situa-
tion. (" Forgetting those
things which are behind...")

3. We focuson the present
and the upcoming new year
with renewed vigor and
concentration. (ie. "this one
thing 1 do...")

4. We reach forth as we
follow our Lord daily, as we

obey God's call on our lives Dome Days 2
in all ways, and in this Mid-Year Boost Meeting 2
thought, spelaflcalllly in our Share Fair/Picnic 3
homeschooling. ("/ press
toward the mar kYsedCuriculum Fair 3
5. We remember our rela- Legal Alerts 45
tionship with God the Fa- Brain Food 6
Creative Homeschool 7

we run, with diligence the
race He has set before us. ("7
press toward the mark
for the prize of the
high calling of God in
Christ Jesus.")

This new year is a
fresh chapter, a new
start: may we, with
God's help glean wis-
dom from the past, and go
forward as we daily walk
with our Lord and teach
these precious ones that He
has entrusted into our care.
Enjoy the privilege that is

wh at e v oursinteaching our chil-

dren to know and serve the
Lord and to excel in the pur-
suit of wisdom as He gives
direction.

Our prayers are with you
and your family---may a
blessed and joyful new year
be yours,

Jim & Lonny Janofski

Inside this issue:

Quality is never an accident;
it is always the result of
high intention,
sincere effort,
intelligent direction
and skillful execution;
it represents
the wise choice
of many alternatives.
~ Willa A. Foster

UMCHE President: Jim Janofski 908186-45361 Newsletter Editor: Ruth Hill 906-486-4942 Newsletter Publisher: Beth Hill
Email umchehomeschool@charter.net
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Activities Page

Dome Days continue to be a very
popular homeschool activity.

HOMESCHOOLHELPER

DOME DAYS
Parents, please read on for updated require-
ment s é

Dome Days at the NMU Su-
perior Dome in Marquette
continue to be a very popular
activity for homeschoolers.

Please remember that the gathering place and
coat drop -off for this function will be at the
bleachers ACROSS the Dome in Section 20 (NOT
in Section 3). This is a PERMANENT change. Par-
ents and children, PLEASE observe this. We want
to do a good job of hon
maintaining a good testimony.

Here are their updated rules:

1. Parents MUST accompany children (no drop
offs allowed).

2. Parents, keep children from running and ac-
tively playing in the bleachers. The bleachers
are for quiet sitting only.

3. No playing in the sand pit. It is only for NMU
students.

4. Tennis shoes (with NO black soles that mark
up the floor) are required. No bare feet or
stocking feet.

5. No rollerblades or skateboards.

6. No scooters of any kind. Big wheels for the
little ones (with plastic wheels) are acceptable,
but only inside the netted area.

7. Balls and jump ropes are welcome; some
equipment is provided.

COST 75 cents per child
TIME 9:30a.m-12:00 noon
DATES Wednesdays, Jan. 7, Feb. 4,
March 11 (NOT March 4), and April 11.

Enjoy the fellowship of other

O0W6 DAYS

Family Homeschool Days at the West Branch
Community Center (301 Avenue A Old K.I. Saw-
yer Air Force Base) will continue in January.
Homeschoolers are able to use the facility, includ-
ing the pool, gym, and racket ball courts. You can
also play basketball, kickball, and much more!

The time is from 9:30a.m. to 12:00 on the 3rd
Friday of each month. If you have any gquestions,
call Lynda at 346-4935 or the gym at 346 -3559.

COST $1 per child
TIME 9:00a.m-12:00noon
DATES Fridays, Jan. 16, Feb. 20, & March 20

NINVTUU S dairu

171y reguest

HARBOR DAYS

Harbor Days are homeschool play days down at
the Mattson/Lower Harbor playground in Mar-
guette. Dates are on the third Wednesday of the
month (spring/summer/fall), beginning in April
and continuing through the summer. Most fami-
lies begin showing up at 10:00 a.m. Many bring
sack lunches and make a
opportunity to fly a kite, play Frisbee, etc. Some
of the teens jump into the water (are they
crazy?) or head to the beach in the afternoon.
Questions? Call Lynne Ivey at 3664994 or email
lynneiv@aol.com.

Looking for ways to save money? $

the Used Curriculum Fair June 5.

Mid-Year Boost Meeting FRIDAY

We hope to see you on Friday, January
16, 2009 for our homeschool mid -year
boost meeting. This will be held at Cal-
vary Baptist Church in Negaunee at
7:00 p.m. As always, curriculum for sale
is welcome. Come with your questions,
concerns, or words of encouragement.

homeschoolers, too. You do NOT need
to bring a snack to share. For more in-
formation, call Jim or Lonny Janofski at
(906) 486-4536 or email Janof-
ski@up.net.

day

5hop
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More Activitie

SHARE FAIR/PICNIC COMBINED

We are combining these two events this year!
e  WHEN? Friday, May 15, 6:00 p.m.

e WHERE? Calvary Baptist Church in Negau-
nee

e  WHAT? Bring meat to grill, drinks and table
service for your family, plus a dish to pass

The Share Fair is like a scienceffine arts fair, an
opportunity for your students to display their art-
work, science projects, or recite a poem, Scripture
passage, or play an instrument or sing. Questions?
Call Lonny at 486-4536.

USED CURRICULUM FAIR

DATE Friday, June 5, 2009
TIME 6:00-8:00 p.m.

PLACE Marquette Bible Church
1801 Woodland Ave., Marquette

Itds soon time to
We had a great turnout last year with a good
selection of different kinds of curriculum. This time
we are going to set up more tables, so if you have
items to sell bring them between 5:00-5:30 p.m. to
get your table and set up. Then you may shop
from 5:30-6:00! Items must be prepriced; work
your own tables to collect money and to answer
any questions.We wi ll also have
for anyone who would like to help others out .
With the economy right now, this is a perfect an-
swer to your money saving prayers. As a family
come join us for snacks and a good time together.
Any questions? Call Lynda at 3464935.

have |o

GITCHE GUMEE GUYS

The Gitche Gumee Guys boys choir of Mar-
guette County will be holding auditions for
prospective members the first two weeks of
January. Boys must be ages 7 through 14 with
unchanged voices. Parents merely have to call
the Ishpeming-Negaunee-NICE Community
School office at475-4173 to register for an
audition. Following the registration, the choir
manager will follow up with a call that will pro-
vide more information on the choir, answer any
questions you may have, and set up the audi-
tion. Auditions are about ten minutes in length
and are private. No prior vocal training is neces-

sary.

The choir presents two concerts during the
school year and also performs at as many as 20
community appearances.

There are currently three homeschoolers in-
volved, with the possibility of several more com-
ing this fall. If you need directions or have ques-
tions, contact homeschool mom Shannon

Kemp at 486-8802, kemps4christ@yahoo.com. .
ur pUse_g Curprﬁ cu@yum Fai

t wo

omo L j e
fmotﬁg?ovt\??th éhi drt(Ier! fr%n% birth to kindergarten.

Lake Superior Christian Church;
249-1431, located at 393 N. M553,
near the Crossroads of 480 & 553

from 11am @ 3:00 pm

in February, March, April and May.

pleasure book.

We hope to see you on Wednesday, January 28, 2009,
for the next Home School Library Dayat

Also, mark your calendar for the LAST WEDNESDAY

| ta@aod time to curl up in a warm blanket with a good

Mo mo s fomeflyd1OPSis held from 10:00-
11:30 a.m. on the first and third Wednesdays of
the month from October -April at Calvary Baptist
Church in Negaunee (105 Iroquois Dr.).

seeks to mee

Women of all backgrounds and ages find support

in Mombés Life groups as
best moms they can be.
vide a caring atmospher

grow and share their experiences with other

mot her s. Mombés Life
include speakers, discussion groups,

and creative activities, while children

are cared for in a parallel program
call ed Kidds Life.
475-0050 for more information.
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Legal Alerts

HOMESCHOOLHELPER

From the HSLDA Elert Service

Michigan: House Introduces Bill
To Raise Compulsory School
Attendance Age

On November 19, 2008, Representative
Alma Smith introduced House Bill 6674,
which would extend the upper age limit
of compulsory school attendance from
16 to 18 years. This bill threatens to re-
strict a parent's fundamental right to di-
rect his or her child's education. It

also expands the state's control over your
children by two additional years.

This bill will be considered during Michi-
gan's 2009 legislative session. At this time
HSLDA is not requesting that any action
be taken; we simply want you to know
that this is a bill we will be opposing.
However, please be prepared to take ac-
tion in the future.

To read the text of the bill, go to
http://www.hslda.org/elink.asp?id=5875 .

To receive emall updates like this regu-
larly, email umchehomeschool@
charter.net.

Legal Defense

Home School Legal Defense Association
(HSLDA) provides your family with peace
of mind and expert legal intervention if
anyone ever challenges your right or
ability to home educate your own chil-
dren. Join with them to protect the right
to home school in America and in many
other nations around the world!

HSLDA

P.O. Box 3000

Purcellville, VA 201349000
Phone: 540-338-5600
Email: info@hslda.org
Website: www.hslda.org

From HSLDA

Principal Demands
Homeschooler Fill Out a Form
or Face Truancy

When a member family tried to withdraw
their daughter from Rockford Public
Schools, the principal insisted (via a letter)
that the family must declare their intent

to homeschool each year and then fill out
forms (which he included in his letter) in
order to avoid truancy charges.

In Michigan, a homeschool family dos not
have to make any od
homeschool program, nor are they re-
quired to fill out any forms. The family
knew this wasndt re
want to face truancy charges, so they
turned to Home School Legal Defense
Association for guidance.

Senior Counsel for HSLDA, Chris Klicka,
sent the principal
behalf, explaining that declaring a
homeschool program and filling out
forms are not a part of the Michigan
homeschool law. He then explained what
the Michigan requirements were, and
assured the principal that the family was
following these requirements. He in-
formed the principal that the family
would not be returning any forms, nor
would they be declaring their
homeschool.

The family never received a visit from a
truant officer, nor were they contacted
the principal again.

New INCH Office

Announcing the new office location for
Information Network for Christian
Homes:

INCH

3721 West Michigan Avenue, Suite 200
Lansing, Ml 48917-3600

New Phone Number: 517 -518-7520
Email: inforequest@inch.org

Website: www.inch.org

Homeschooling Goes Boom in
America
Source: worldnetdaily.com

The Department of Education's National
Center for Education Statisticsreported that
1.5 million children are now learning at
home, an increase of 75 percent since 1999
and a 36 percent rise in just the last five
years.

A 2007 survey asked parents why they
choose to homeschool and allowed them to
provide several reasons. The following are
the most popular responses:

Concern about the school environment,
including reasons such as safety, drugs or
negative peer pressure 8 88 percent

A desire to provide religious or moral in-
struction & 83 percent

A dissatisfaction with academic instruction
at other schools 8 73 percent

Nontraditional approach to children's edu-
cation 0 or "unschoolers" who consider typi-
cal curriculums and standardized testing as
counterproductive to quality education 0 65
percent

Other reasons, such as family time, finances
travel and distance & 32 percent

Child has special needs (other than physical
or mental health problems) that schools
cannot or will not meet & 21 percent

Child has a physical or mental health prob-
lem & 11 percent

Parents who report that they homeschool
to provide religious or moral instruction
increased from 72 percent to 83 percent
from 2003 to 2007.

Above all other responses, parents cited
providing religious and moral instruction as
the most important factor in the decision to
teach their children at home (36%). The
second most important issue was concern
about the school environment (21%), while
the third reason was dissatisfaction with
academic instruction at other schools (17%).

I
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Legal Alerts, cor

Trouble Getting a Statelssued
ID?

Starting at the end of January 2008, new
regulations became effective requiring
documentation in four different areas
before the state
license or state identification card. The
state now requires documentation of (1)
your Social Security number, (2) your le-
gal presence, (3) identity, and (4) Michi-
gan residency.

After the new regulations went into ef-
fect, many homeschool families had trou-
ble getting the documentation required
for identity because of the acceptable
documents listed, the only one that ap-
plied to many minors was school records,
and parent-made documentation is not
allowed. This mean that parents could
not prove that their child, was, in fact,
who they claimed he was!

HSLDA then called the Michigan Secre-
tary of Stateds off
lem. HSLDA found out that many differ-
ent types of documents can be used to
fulfill the identity requirement. These are
considered olife
include such documents as a church di-
rectory, test records from an outside
source, awards or recognition from
church or community groups, or a news-
paper articlefi anything from a third party

W o

do

u

c

t hat the chil

This should provide a solution for
homeschool families in Michigan who are
getting their child a state -issued identifica-
tion. However, the availability of use of
these documents is not always known by
the local branch. Thus, if your local
branch office gives you a difficult time
when you wuse olife
identity, ask them to contact the Secretary
of Stateds office o
the Secretary of Sate on behalf of their
members.

has do

S name on it.

26th Annual Michigan
Home Education Conven-
tion May 15 & 16, 2009

M%f KiYRHE Galgnglags a@d(peg'w Maky
ing plans to attend the premier

r home schpaling\gyeat in Mighigane 5
2009. The convention will be held at
the Lansing Center in Lansing, MI.
Practical, down-to-earth, and very

d e

NATHHAN/CHASK

A newsletter for families who are teach-
ing and raising children with special
needs. It is filled with articles from families
sharing their experiences, resources for
all types of educational challenges, en-
couragement, and hope.

DIATHHADI/CHASK c uss t he
(National Challenged Homeschoolers/
Christian Homes and Special Kids)
P.O. Box 310

Moyie Sprirgs) IDa8B8845 ma y
Phone: 208-267-6246

Email: Nathanews@aol.com
Websites: www.NATHHAN.org
www.chask.org

p

Tidbits of Info

Mailing List Updates: Ruth Hill regularly
redirects HSLDA weekly updates and other
pertinent local homeschooling information
to UMCHE homeschoolers who want to
participate. If you are not already on this
email list and you would like to be added,
please send your email address to
umchehomeschool@charter.net. We will
delete your address if the email is re-
turned, so if you
from us lately, we may have lost your ad-
dress. Please let us know of any email
changes as well.

Fun Funds at GFS You can make your
shopping dollars stretch a little further at
Gordon Food Service in Marquette. GFS
will contribute a percentage of purchases
from U.P. homeschoolers and their sup-
porters when they sign up for the Fun
Funds Program at GFS, mentioning Upper
Michigan homeschools. This program has
helped to keep us going financially .

hav e\/f]a%g\telli% go?uﬁonsqn?e?nét hclels lim-
ited in your area? Via Satellite Solutions

offers HIGH SPEED Internet anywhere 30
to 50X faster than dial up! Call 1-800-458-

funny man Todd Wilson will be the
keynote speaker! Continue to check
the website www.inch.org for more
convention details and registration.

Even though the cost of mail-
ing our newsletter is down
thanks to those of you have

¢ gRted to receive only the elec-
tronic version, we still need
funds to be able to publish it.
Donations at this time would
be much appreciated. Dona-
tions can be made to UMCHE
at

UMCHE
2 Gold Dr. f‘ﬂ
Ishpeming, MI 49849 (F

(]

U

5842, email viasatellitel@hotmail.com, or
visit www.michiganhughesnet.com.

Diplomas: Order quality Christian diplomas
from www.homeschooldiploma.com (1 -
800-466-2563). Personalize your own with
numerous choices of paper color, Bible
verses, raised labels, padded covers, em-
bossing, signature lines, calligraphy, and
more. Check them out so you can be pre-
pared to order when the time comes!
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Creative Homeschool

HOMESCHOOLHELPER

Brain FOOd ~ Your body tells you

when it needs fuel. The brain needs a
steady supply of carbohydrates (glucose)
to function properly, so a good topic to
example to your children; possibly more
important than the information gained
from their textbooks and home studies; is
that there is worth in a quality breakfast.

Unless you snack in your sleep, you are
likely to sit down to lunch like someone
coming off a hunger
plan to eat a quality breakfast.

Planis a key word here.

Eat a quality breakfast for peak mental
performance; this includes our children.

Even vitamin pills, particularly the fat-
soluble ones, still need food sources to be
absorbed. Just how many parents allow
their children to feast on sugar-saturated
or frosting-laddened cereals before
school? The added milk does not com-
pensate for that unnecessary sugar over-
load. Why cause a child to be more hyper
than normal? You can plan to make your
traditional breakfast favorites healthier. Be
creative. Thentrain your children in that
healthier mindset; even the young ones.
Consider saving those sugary/high fruc-
tose foods for Saturdays, when the kids
are more apt to be physically active.

Remember the ol d sa
like a king, lunch like a prince, dinner like
a paupero? Try gett
earlier to make time for breakfast. Break-
fast need not be narrowly defined in tra-
ditional terms of bacon, eggs, juice, toast,
pastries and donuts. Rather, your choice
could be:

fresh fruit with no -sugar-added yogurt,

freshly-squeezed juices and a hard
cooked egg,

rice cake with peanut butter or humus,
bananas/apples with peanut butter,
warmed -over pizza,

a green salad and vegetables,

coloredhardcooked eggs;

just for Eastertime,
veggies and dip,

t

vegetable pizza made on half an English
muffin,

baked cinnamon or dried fruit oatmeal
with milk,

low fat egg salad in a tomato,

whole grain cereals and breads with low -
sugar apple butter, jelly or preserves,

or be creative with whatever inspires your
morning appetite.

A variety throughout the school week t
could become something to look forward
to...especially for the children.

Think what your children are watching in
your own personal choices and strive to
example to them a more quality, health-
ful... and creative breakfast fare.

Consider a new year...a new start ... and
Enjoy Breakfast ... your brain will thank
you.

Cuz | Care ~ Sue Parsons
slop4@charter.net

A creativehomeschool is a happy
homeschool.

School

It was during the years when we were
schooling our own children at home,
when | recognized that the school hours
are not to be focused on me and my self-
centered needs, but rather are to be fo-
cused on the children and their individual
personal needs.

Snacks

So, in light of that revelation, along with
the academics, | made their snacks to be
one of my school-day priorities; snacks on
purpose ~ for a purpose.

After | understood their hunger -patterns, |

would create, prepare and serve a
healthy snack, BEFORE their need for a
snack was recognized by them; offering
them a small mid-morning snack as well
as a small midafternoon one. My goal
was to be prepared, be creative yet be
health-smart; geared to maintaining their
energy-level throughout the span before
lunch and the one before the school day
ends. Yes, | may have had to prepare the
snack a day ahead of time, but it became
a joy to me.

Our children enjoyed that 10 minute
break at their desks, but even more sur-
prising, they acted more respectfully to
me and became more productive with
their school work, knowing that | would

be tending to their needs. It also was re-
vealed to me: that because | fed them
guality obrain food
they also seemed to
the need to tend to the family laundry,
dishes, meals and tasks that | myself had
to accomplish by th

We all profited from these eye-openers, so
much so that the children looked forward
to my oOspecial snac
high school. It became MY PLEASURE...
and they stild]l reca
snacksd6 that Mom ma
school years.

Thanks for letting me share this with you
and call me if you need some Creative
snack ideas.

Cuz | Care,

Sue Parsons 90&250-0999,
slop4@charter.net

| found the following tidbit to be interesting:

Things not to put in your microwave:

carrots ~ The natural minerals in the carrot reflect the micro-
waves and burn.

meats ~ Meats get cooked unevenly causing bacteria-growth.

water ~ Water never boils in the microwave; only gets super
hot.

whole eggs ~ Water turns to vapor inside the shell and the
yolk bursts.

grapes ~ The electrolytes in the grape electrically charge;
causing fire.

bar of soap ~ totally foams

dry sponge ~ The sponge absorbs the microwaves and ig-
nites. The sponge must be wet, then the water absorbs the
micro-waves and kills bacteria; even ecoli bacteria.
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Has Doubt Crept In?

During my many consultations with
homeschool parents; moms and dads;
their basic concerns are that they feel
inadequate, incapable and unsure about
their own abilities. Basically they doubt;
they worry; they fear; questioning how
they will be able to make it from one
week to the next in the academic training
of their children.

This time of questi
tional abilities is normal; however, should
not give way to utter dissatisfaction or
giving up. It can be rectified. What they
are tending to believe are the lies from
the deceiver, Satan; wallowing in his de-
ceptions about their abilities when rather
they should dwell on the Truths of their
Savior; obedient, willing, capable, deter-
mined, confident, focused, strong in char-
acter, etc., etc., etc.

(Only the Truth will set you free.)

Each homeschooling parent can claim
their V~I~C~T~0O~R~Y
reign on their thoughts by faithfully feast-
ing and resting upo
is in this freedom through Jesus Christ
that your confidence (in schooling your
children, as well as, in life) will victor over
your doubt and worry. Peace can be

Maintain a Christf oc u s . ol s
Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me
from all my fears. 6

Prayer, therefore, is an essential element;
able to squelch the
your thoughts, concerns and fears. Going
to the foot of the cross and taking every
one of your personal thoughts captive to
the Word of God will cause the enemy to
ofleed from you. Yo
again, become positive and productive
for the sake of your marriage, your family
and ultimately your abilities and capabili-
ties to homeschool with great care and
confidence.

Satan thrives on your discontentment and
doubt and does not want you to biblically
homeschool and is therefore constantly
ready to battle it out with you. So, when
the enemy attempts to sneak back in for
more mind-games; and he will; plug into
your constant Power-Source, PRAYER.
Better yet, pray continuously, on all occa-
sions as in Philippians 4:6,7 and put on
every piece of the Armor of God as found
in Ephesians 6:1018 so the enemy will
have no claim again on your confidence -
level.

Through Jesus Christ, the Victory IS Yours;

in homeschooling; in life.
Cuz | do care that the victory is yours as

0

WHen Wilf my child be
mature eértodgh?

r@‘{f ¥ pV8Taisked yquigelf thaf quesr
ion?

I am grateful to whoever wrote the
following statement:

M atufify tdes ot donfe™at &
chronological age,
but rather comes from the

W illingness toAcceptRe-

SpOﬂSib”ity.Author Unknown

One certain age does not therefore
qualify maturity.

Take caution to never compare your
child to another;

either negativity or arrogance could
surface in you, as a parent.

Edch child is a likeness to his Creator, so
we as parents, must remember to treat
each individual child as such.

This is my personal opinion.

%; urs; Godfs peace you school your sweet children at home, d-
Prayerfully, Sue Parsons 90&50-0999 In His time, in His time; He
makes all things beautiful in His time.
YOUNG AUTHORS This yeards featjured aut hor
The publicschoold Yo ung Aut h olPuley Sayveewwaprisayre.com).

will be held at NMU May 4-7 and we are mak-
ing plans to attend as a homeschooling group.

Children grades 3-5 should plan to attend

Monday, May 4 and children K-2nd grade on
Wednesday, May 6. The cost would be ap-
proximately $4.25 for lunch (or bring a sack
lunch) and perhaps another small fee such as

$1.

Each child should bring a book that
they wrote to share with another child

or small group.

coming by Wednesday, January 14

welcome to attend.

In addition to meeting the author and hearing
her speak, the children will attend other special
classes. Those in charge would like an approxi-
mate number of who might be interested in

have questions or are interested, contact Chris-
tine Voss at vossyooper@yahoo.com, 2491509
or Laura Janowski at janofam@sbcglobal.net,
226-3440. Parents and volunteers will also be

If you

ont.




